
PONTYPOOL & DISTRICT RAMBLERS GROUP

Minutes of the AGM held on 29th November 2025  at Llanellen Village Hall.

      Lew welcomed everyone to the 58th AGM of the Group.

PRESENT:  P. Hulme, J. & L. Lewis, K. Renshaw, S. & A. Mackinnon, 
C. & C. Watson, C.& A.Tipton, H. & G. Cox, D. Adams, P. Fowler, 
L.  &. T. Beament, R. Grant, L. Thomas, G. Choudhary, I. Jackson-Johns, D. Blayney.
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The meetings mainly consist of the various Officers reporting on their activities between 
meetings. On behalf of Group members, I would like to place on record our thanks for all 
the hard work put in by our Committee.

2.3 For many years the Committee has met at the Kings Arms in Abergavenny.  While we 
have enjoyed this facility at no cost to the Group we have had to tolerate meeting rooms 
which were far from ideal.  Because of this the Committee decided to change our venue to 
the Kings Head in Abergavenny.  This does cost us the princely sum of £40 per meeting 
but the facilities are proving much more satisfactory.  



3.COMMUNICATION WITH MEMBERS
3.1 Our main channel for communication is through our Walks and Events Programme, 
published monthly, via email, by our Walks Officer.  In addition ad hoc emails are issued 
concerning matters of interest e.g. notifications regarding group holidays.  In all cases we 
ensure that the GDPR regulations are adhered to and that all our communications are 
related to the core concerns of the group.

consists of 59 
channel for  

walks  

energy and
walks is

programme so
upload

effort to
agreed

simplified
website, thus

weekend 
the West 

overnight at 
local hotels.  A similar event in the Peak District is being arranged for the Spring of 2026.
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by Ramblers HQ will result in a loss of leaders and while actively encouraging those who 
have not recorded their status to do so, a reduction in the number of walks organised was, 
at the end of the year, under consideration.

4.5 Excluding walks which were cancelled, mainly due to adverse weather, some 78 walks 
were organised during the year.  The number of walkers varied but averaged 13 per walk.  
The figures for last year were 84 walks with an average of 14. 



4.6  Mention must be made of two leaders–Alistair Mackinnon and Peter Hulme-both of 
whom decided to retire from walk leadership during the year.  Both have led walks since
time  immemorial  and  I’m  sure  all  members  will  join  me  in  thanking  them for  their  
unparalleled service to the Group.    

5.FINANCE
5.1 Our Treasurer, Keith Renshaw, continues to keep a close eye on our finances and 
reports regularly to the Group Committee and of course to members at the AGM.  Our 
reserves are extremely healthy and remain within Charity Commission guidelines.
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Drive. We are also planning a quiz night which is due to be held in October.

7.5 Our monthly coffee mornings have continued.  These are held on the first Thursday of 
every month and normally are held at Wetherspoons in Abergavenny.  

7.6 Because of stormy weather in December our annual Christmas lunch had to be  
cancelled but it did take place in January at the Monmouthshire Golf Club.  Some 30  
members enjoyed an excellent meal which was followed by our usual raffle.



7.7 Any member who has ideas for a future social event should contact Sue.

8.GROUP HOLIDAYS
8.1 In October a 7 night self-guided holiday at HF Holidays country house, Church Stretton 
took place. Those attending enjoyed fine walking in the Stretton Hills.

8.2 In April 14 members enjoyed a 7 night holiday at HF Holidays in St. Ives, Cornwall. The
weather was ideal for walking and the guided walks were varied to suit all abilities.  7

stimulating
coastal walks.  The other 7 members took advantage of the HF self-guided option.
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11.2 Peter Fowler is our lead person in Torfaen. Peter is a member of the Eastern Valleys 
Local Access Forum.  The Forum was set up following the Senedd withholding some grant 
money from the council, until a viable Public Rights of Way Improvement Plan (PRoWIP)
had been produced. Since then, face to face discussions have been taking place between 
the members of the Forum and Torfaen borough council officers. During these discussions,
concerns about the apparent lack of path maintenance being carried out on the footpath
network were raised. The lack of dedicated resources focused on this issue has been seen 
as a major contributing factor. To improve the situation Torfaen and Blaenau Gwent council



officers are working together on a shared resources basis and have produced the draft of
an improvement plan. Public consultations have been held both in person and online.
Details of these consultations were circulated to our members via WhatsApp and e-mail.
Some members of our group attended in person to raise issues and some responded
online.  The public rights of way network is to be audited during the summer to confirm its
current state. This will be used to estimate all associated costs allowing the improvement
plan to be completed. 

11.3 Andy Tipton takes the lead for us in the extensive area of North Monmouthshire and 
the Brecon Beacons National Park (BBNP), a part of which falls into our area of interest.
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A Copy of the full Chairman’s Report and Group Constitution is held by the Secretary.

The accounts refer to the 12 month period to 30th September 2025. They have been
examined and signed by our Independent Examiner.

Main Account bank balance at 30th September 2025 is £448, a reduction of £626 from the
previous year. Income for the year was £1,799 and expenditure £2,425 resulting in a
shortfall of £626. 

The forecast for 2026 is showing a bank balance of approximately £900 with a Reserves %
of 66.3% at the end of next year, within the Ramblers guidelines.



Social Account current net balance is £504. For the last few years Social events have been
transacted through the Main Account. Under Ramblers guidelines these should be self-
funding and therefore it has been agreed that from next year we will revert to funding social
events  through  the  Social  Club  Account.  Where  necessary  contributions  may  be
requested.

Copies of the full accounts and the Treasurer's Report are held by the Secretary.
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9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

David Blayney thanked all committee members and volunteers for all their hard work  
and commitment during the year. 

The meeting closed at 1.30 pm.


